The Worship of God
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 30, 2026 - 9:00 Morning Worship
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church via Zoom!

PRELUDE “Pastorale” Mme. Bertault
WELCOME

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come through the boundary of the night into the light of this new day.
Come to remember what is under your feet,

and be surprised by what is being planted.
Let us grow together in our praise and delight,

feeling the wind tickle our branches,

and the groundwater feeding our roots.

You and |, let us move in this gentle breeze

to live and move and have our being.
Let us find the beauty and wonder in being God’s offspring together.

OPENING PRAYER
Grow with us, God, to understand what it means

not only for us to be your offspring

but to share this identity with the trees and rocks and creatures
creeping, crawling, flying and climbing through the forest’s boundaries.

Open us to find our neighbors and teachers in the forest today.
Help us to look and listen, touch and hear the goodness

and wisdom you have planted.
Ground us in this wisdom so we can grow more and more into your mystery.
Amen.

SING “The God of Abraham Praise” #49

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Pastor Susan will do the twigs: Begin in silence. From a central place in the worship space, preferably
where the sound can be amplified by a microphone and seen, have someone break a series of sticks
and twigs. Let the sound echo through the space before following with these words of prayer.

Each tender twig is so fragile.

We hold your creation in our hands, O God.

We hear the forest’s cry in that small snap, and we are sorry.
We are sorry for trampling through the forest.

We are sorry for our carelessness while camping.

We are sorry for our insistence on progress
that destroys the homes of so many birds and bees,
monkeys and rabbits, jaguars and tree frogs.
We hear the forest’s cry.
0 God, forgive us.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
From the moment we are born,
we feel the grace of God coming off the wind and whispering from the forest.
We are always whole and always part of creation’s wholeness,
no matter what we do.
May we remember our sacred oneness, now and always.

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
[ invite you to turn to one another and share a sign of peace:
You're invited to unmute yourselves and exchange peace with one another

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE Exodus 3:1-15
SECOND SCRIPTURE Romans 12:9-21

...The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION The Reverend Susan Phillips
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

SING “When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land” #52

GIVING OUR GIFTS

DOXOLOGY “Alleluia!” #587

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Over here, Gracious Giver!

Here we are - your burning bush.

With hearts aflame with good intention, we give from our abundance
and celebrate the ways your spirit is alive in our souls.

Bless this offering toward healing and new life.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FROM THE CHAT

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts & debtors)
SENDING INTO GOD’S WORLD
SING “Holy Ground” #406




SHARED BENEDICTION
Let us go out into God's world in peace;
have courage; hold on to what is good;
return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted;
support the weak; help the suffering; honor all persons;
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

SENDING
Hear this blessing spoken from our kin, the forest, speaking to you:
“You are wonderfully made, one of God’s wonderful works!”
Turn to your right and left and continue this blessing to your kin gathered here.
Offer each other this same blessing from the forests:
you are one of God’s wonderful works!

POSTLUDE “Menuet Gothique” Léon Boéllmann



