The Worship of God
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 2, 2026 - 9:00 Morning Worship
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church via Zoom!

PRELUDE “Praeludium in E” Dietrich Buxtehude
WELCOME

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

CALL TO WORSHIP
Like a hungry crowd,

we come to be fed.
Like an anxious child,

we come to be comforted.
Like a forlorn friend,

we come seeking kindness.
Like an agitated mob,

we come demanding answers.
Like a refugee,

we come needing a home.
Like a joyous bride,

we come to share our joy.
Like a newborn babe,

we come with hearts and minds open to all life offers.
Like pilgrims of old,

we come looking for truth.
Here we reach out to grasp your hand, striving for your blessing.
Here we come to worship.

OPENING PRAYER
As you have always been with those who have gone apart
for solitude, for grieving, for prayer, out of fear or out of hope,
be with us now.
As you have always been with the ones who search or flee, struggle or hunger,
be with us now.
As you have always been in this place of worship,
and in every place where those who sought you have encountered you,
be with us now.
0 God, find us here in the struggle of this moment.
Help us to find words for the blessing we so need,
and ears to hear how others wrestle.
We have found your goodness in each other’s stories and your steadfast love. Amen.

SING “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” #65

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Sometimes, God, we do not want to wrestle with those things



weighing on our hearts.
We do not want to deal with those things we know we are called to address:
those with whom we have broken trust;
those suffering from avoidable circumstances;
those whom we fail to stand up for; those with whom we avoid eye contact.
When we fail to spend time with you, we fail to learn about ourselves.
Forgive us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God always reaches out to us, striving to hold us and assure us.

Our weaknesses reveal God’s strength, our doubts reveal God’s grace,
our indifference reveals God’s never-ending love.

God'’s grace shines in and through us.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
[ invite you to turn to one another and share a sign of peace:
You're invited to unmute yourselves and exchange peace with one another

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE Genesis 32:22-31
SECOND SCRIPTURE Matthew 14:13-21

...The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
REFLECTION Reverend Susan Phillips

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

SING “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” #721
GIVING OUR GIFTS
DOXOLOGY “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” #607

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Most Holy, Loving, Powerful God of All That Is,



We are surrounded by your world of mystery.
We find reassurance in the beauty of your creation
even as we are convicted by its violence.
When we look into the faces of our neighbors, loved ones and enemies,
if we are honest and humble, we perceive your image
and recognize we are all your children.

Jesus is your Child
whom we find most mysterious
--wholly God, wholly human, holy--
Jesus, who was teacher even in his childhood,
teaches us still to love those we hate to accept those we fear
to reach out to those imprisoned behind bars or biases
to humbly receive healing touch from those whose sins are great.
Jesus teaches us to risk loving relationships and holds us accountable
as children of God for the hurt we cause
through our action and inaction, our thoughts and lack of thought.
Jesus lived, healed, learned, suffered, died.
He was broken, even as the world is broken.
And then he was raised from death and division
to life for the reconciliation of the whole creation.

Holy Spirit of Life, Wisdom, Breath
you moved across the waters of creation and in wind and waves
you have lifted the voices of the prophets,
quenched the dusty throats of deserted Ishmael and Israelites,
we can not survive without both breath and water
and we know we are sustained and guided
by your presence in our wildernesses.

Therefore, with all the saints of all times, we raise our voices in praise,

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God!
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

Creating, Redeeming, Sustaining God
by your Word we are created imago Dei
by your death and resurrection we are redeemed
by your Sacred Breath we are transformed into ourselves.
Through Baptism of water and Spirit you claim us as your own.
Through Communion we accept our place in the holy universal church
and our kinship with the saints.
By these sacraments our covenant relationship with you is sealed.
Mysterious Unified Triune God,
in you, Changing and Changeless One, we find our being and becoming.
Through you, Lover of the World, we discover the richness of right relationship



and understand the unity of love and justice.
From you, Eternal Judge, we receive conviction to the heights of our sin
and gracious mercy to the depths of our injured souls.

For mystery, for revelation, for promises made and kept,
for those who lead and those who accompany us on this journey of faith
we give you thanks and praise.
Amen.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us,
and upon these your gifts of bread and cup, that the bread we break
and the cup we bless may be holy communion with Jesus Christ.

Make us one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast,

united in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION IS SHARED
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FROM THE CHAT
THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts & debtors)
SENDING INTO GOD’S WORLD
*SING “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” #509

SHARED BENEDICTION Susan leads
Let us go out into God's world in peace;
have courage; hold on to what is good;
return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted;
support the weak; help the suffering; honor all persons;
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

SENDING

God never lets us go.

We are eternally held in the loving embrace of God:
Creator, Savior, and Spirit.

Go with this blessing and peace.

POSTLUDE “Canzonain F” Heinrich Scheidemann
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