The Worship of God
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 01, 2026 - 9:00 Morning Worship
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church via Zoom!

PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision” John Eggert
WELCOME

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD
CALL TO WORSHIP
Friends, come!
Gather around deep insight.
Feed on words of unusual wisdom, seeing before us an unfolding vision
of a renewed and just world as close and real as our breathing.
Come!
Jesus, our teacher, healer, leader, and friend,
invites our good and attentive company.
Our time together will be blessed.

OPENING PRAYER
Open to your Spirit and alive to the Christ, who was,
who is, and who comes, we gather in thanksgiving, O God.
We offer you our adoration, our acclaim, and our very lives as we sing.

SING “Hold On”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Together,
We have heard it said:
It's just common sense.
Self-protection at all costs.
Conquer or be conquered.
Charity always begins at home;
and we often believe without thinking.
(observe silence followed by bell).

Together,
We have heard it said:
Of course, our culture is superior.
Warheads make for peace and security.
Wealth will buy happiness.
Celebrities are role models;

and we often believe without thinking.
(observe silence followed by bell).

Together,

We have heard it said:

Nothing can be done to change that.
The poor will always be with us.

[ am not my brother or sister’s keeper.



Tears are for women and children;
and we often believe without thinking.
(observe silence followed by bell).

God of surprises and non-convention,
grace us with a vulnerability and openness
to hear the wise and lyrical voice of Jesus anew.
May our way of seeing, thinking, acting, and responding
be changed in light of Jesus’ great love of you and the world of your making.
Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Blessed ones, the God who gathers us together with words of peace and hope,
is the same God who renews grace and peace within us now.

We are a loved and forgiven people.

Thanks be to God.

Amen.

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
[ invite you to turn to one another and share a sign of peace:
You're invited to unmute yourselves and exchange peace with one another

LISTENING TO GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE

SECOND SCRIPTURE
...The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Micah 6:1-8

Matthew 5:1-12

REFLECTION Reverend Susan Phillips

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
SING “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

GIVING OUR GIFTS
DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We are hungry.

We are hungry for justice.

We are hungry for love.

We are hungry for acceptance.

We are hungry for peace.

We are hungry for food.

We are hungry for God.

Here at this table, we encounter the risen Christ who feeds us.
Yes, with physical food, but also with spiritual food.

The kind that sustains us and does not run out.

So, come to this table and be fed by the Spirit.

Heap your plates high with God’s abundant grace and love.

Dine on justice, and peace, and love.

Be fed by God.

This table is open to all who seek to follow Christ.

[t is not a table for only our congregation. It is not a (denomination) table. It is not
a table of this country, but the table of Jesus. All are welcome here.]

In the beginning, God, you created everything.
You gave us an abundance of food and called it good.
But we ate what was not good and broke the covenant you made.
And we broke it again, and again, and again.
You placed rainbows in the sky,
sent prophets to remind and warn us when we strayed,

led us through the wilderness, and fed us manna when we were hungry.
And we ignored you.
We complained about what you gave us, and we wandered away from you.

So, you began again.
You came among us to guide us home to you;
mend the broken relationship; and offer forgiveness and reconciliation.
In Jesus’ life, and in his ministry, he called us to feed those who were hungry.
Hungry for peace. For justice.
For acceptance. For love.
For those who hungered for food and stability, and those who are hungry for you.
You call us to feed those in need
and remember that how we treat “the least of these” is how we treat you.

It’s hard, God. Hard to be mindful of those in need.
Hard to see those at our door who are hungry for what you offer that is not food.
And yet you keep calling us to do it.
So feed us Lord, feed us so that we can feed the world with your peace,
justice, acceptance, welcome, love, and, yes, actual food.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on this bread and cup
so that we may be fed by you to go out and do what you call us to.
That we may have courage, energy, acceptance, and love to serve others who hunger.
Meet us in the bread and cup.



At this table, may we be nourished so that we may go out into the world
and continue the work you called us to - to love, serve,
and care in the name of Jesus, the Christ
who taught us to pray together...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION IS SHARED
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FROM THE CHAT

SENDING INTO GOD’S WORLD
SING “Lead with Love”

BENEDICTION
Let us go out into God's world in peace;
have courage; hold on to what is good;
return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted;
support the weak; help the suffering; honor all persons;
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

SENDING
Go now, beloved, to follow the love of God
to be surprised by God’s wonder to lift your voice for love and compassion.
Dare to believe that you are people on a mission of healing and grace.
Feel God’s encouragement to be a blessing
as you offer blessings with your heart and hands
and know that you never, ever go alone.

POSTLUDE “Toccata in E Minor” Johann Pachelbel



