
 
 

The	Worship	of	God	
Baptism	of	the	Lord,	January	11,	2026	–	9:00	Morning	Worship	

Welcome	to	First	Presbyterian	Church	via	Zoom!	
	
	
PRELUDE																																																		“Voluntary	No.	5	in	D	Major”																																							William	Boyce		
																																																						
WELCOME																																						
	

GATHERING	AROUND	GOD’S	WORD	
CALL	TO	WORSHIP																																	
We	come	as	your	children,	from	our	native	lands	far	and	wide,	
			from	different	families	and	lives.	
We	come	to	the	Living	Waters	and	find	a	home.	
We	come	across	oceans	of	loneliness,	sailing	seas	of	anxiety.	
We	come	to	the	Living	Waters	and	find	peace.	
We	come	through	fearful	storms,	through	deep	lakes	of	loss.	
We	come	to	the	Living	Waters	and	find	love.	
Come	let	us	worship	God.	
	
OPENING	PRAYER																																																																																																		
When	we	clasp	the	past	tight	to	our	fading	memories,	you	come,		
			Glory	of	creation:	to	strip	us	bare	of	all	pride	and	pretense,		
						with	your	future;	to	slip	the	latch	on	the	fears	and	worries	that	keep	us	bound		
									from	following	you;	to	stand	with	us	when	death	and	sin	try	to	bully	us.		
And	we	cry,	“Glory!”	
When	our	faith	flickers	in	the	shadows	of	chaos,	you	come,		
			Servant	of	all:	to	be	the	grace-crier	through	the	streets	of	our	hearts;		
						to	teach	eager	students	the	songs	of	peace	and	hope;		
									to	open	eyes	heavy-lidded	by	indifference.		
And	we	cry,	“Glory!”		
When	we	are	dubious	about	being	disciples,	you	come,		
			Baptism’s	Spirit:	to	journey	with	peace-walkers	through	the		
						world’s	violent	streets;	to	strengthen	us	when	we	are	bent	by	doubt;		
									to	anoint	us	with	rivers	of	grace,	hope,	and	reconciliation.		
And	we	cry,	“Glory!”	
			
SING																																																																						“Fairest	Lord	Jesus”																																																									#630	
	
PRAYER	OF	CONFESSION																																																																																																																												
You	would	have	all	people	hear	of	your	grace,	servant	God,		
			but	we	hinder	your	efforts	by	hoarding	the	word	for	ourselves.		
You	would	have	hope	flow	through	our	neighborhoods,		
			but	we	thwart	your	plans	by	damming	up	hope	in	our	hearts.		
You	would	have	us	skip	into	your	realm,		
			but	we	frustrate	your	future	by	clinging	so	tightly		
						to	those	grudges	we	have	carried	for	so	long.		
	



Have	mercy	on	us,	Shaker	of	our	wildernesses,		
			and	unlock	the	shuttered	doors	of	our	hearts.		
Remind	us	that	at	our	baptism	you	touch	us	with	the	waters	of	life,		
			promise	to	be	with	us	always,	and	call	us	your	beloved,		
						even	as	you	sang	your	joy	to	Jesus	the	Christ,	at	the	waters	of	the	Jordan.		
(Silence	is	kept.)	
	
ASSURANCE	OF	PARDON																																																																																			
You	know	the	good	news	God	has	proclaimed	to	you:		
we	are	called	to	let	go	of	the	past,	and	to	walk,	hand	in	hand	with	the	Spirit,		
						into	the	reign	of	God.		
God	forgives	us,	accepts	us,	and	sends	us	forth	to	do	good	and	to	testify		
			about	the	One	who	baptizes	us	in	the	water	and	the	Spirit.		
Thanks	be	to	God.		
Amen.	
	
SHARING	GOD’S	PEACE																																																																																																																										
I	invite	you	to	turn	to	one	another	and	share	a	sign	of	peace:		
You’re	invited	to	unmute	yourselves	and	exchange	peace	with	one	another					
																												

LISTENING	TO	GOD’S	WORD	
			
PRAYER	FOR	ILLUMINATION																																																																																
	
SCRIPTURE																																																																																																																																					Matthew	3:13-17																																																																																																																																																																														
									…The	Word	of	God	for	the	people	of	God.	Thanks	be	to	God.																																									
	
REFLECTION																																																																																																																				Reverend	Susan	Phillips	
	

RESPONDING	TO	GOD’S	WORD	
SING	 	 	 																																					“Spirit	of	God,	Descend	Upon	My	Heart”																																												#688	
	
CELEBRATING	THE	SACRAMENT	OF	BAPTISM	for	Leslie	Garchitorena,	child	of	Lacey	and	Sharon	
Garchitorena,	AND	RECEIVING	NEW	MEMBERS	Lacey	Garchitorena,	Sharon	Garchitorena,	and	Julia	
Rozier	
.	.	.	
	
Do	you	promise,	through	prayer	and	example,		
			to	support	and	encourage	Julia,	Lacey,	Leslie,	and	Sharon		
						to	be	faithful	Christians?		We	do.	
	
Do	you,	as	members	of	the	church	of	Jesus	Christ,	promise	to	guide		
			and	nurture	them,	by	word	and	deed,	with	love	and	prayer,	encouraging	them					
						to	follow	the	Spirit	and	to	be	faithful	members	of	God’s	church?		We	do.	
	
PROFESSION	OF	FAITH	
.	.	.	
With	the	whole	church	let	us	confess	our	faith:	
I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	almighty,	creator	of	heaven	and	earth.	
I	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	God’s	only	Son,	our	Lord,	who	was	conceived		



			by	the	Holy	Spirit,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,					
						was	crucified,	died	and	was	buried,	he	descended	to	the	dead.			
On	the	third	day	he	rose	again;	he	ascended	into	heaven,		
			and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father,		
						and	he	will	come	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	holy	catholic	Church,		
		the	communion	of	saints,	the	forgiveness	of	sins,		
						the	resurrection	of	the	body	and	life	everlasting.		Amen.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 (Apostle’s	Creed	–	Ecumenical)	
		
THE	BAPTISM		
	
SING																																															“You	Belong	to	Christ”																																													#492	

We	belong	to	Christ,	in	whom	we	have	been	baptized.	
Alleluia,	alleluia,	alleluia.	

	
WELCOME	
We	praise	God	for	calling	us	to	be	a	servant	people		
			and	for	choosing	to	add	to	our	numbers,	kindred	in	faith.			
We	are	all	one	in	Christ	Jesus.			
	
With	joy	and	thanksgiving,	we	welcome	you	as	a	member		
			of	the	family	of	Christ!			
As	God	welcomes	us	all,		
			let	us	share	the	welcoming	peace	of	God	with	one	another.	
																																
ORDINATION/INSTALLATION	OF	ELDERS	AND	DEACONS		
There	are	different	gifts,	
			but	it	is	the	same	Spirit	who	gives	them.	
There	are	different	ways	of	serving	God,	
			but	it	is	the	same	God	who	is	served.	
God	works	through	different	people	in	different	ways,	
			but	it	is	the	same	God	who	achieves	holy	purpose	through	them	all.	
Each	one	is	given	a	gift	by	the	Spirit,	
			to	use	it	for	the	common	good.	
Together	we	are	the	body	of	Christ,	
			and	individually	members	of	it.	
																																																																
PRAYER	FOR	ORDINATION	FOR	DEACONS			
God	of	grace,	pour	out	your	Holy	Spirit	on	David,	Frank,	Garry,	Gracie,	Keith,	and	Sally	that	they	
may	be	faithful	deacons	in	the	church.	
																																
Give	them	openness	to	the	Holy	Spirit’s	leading	that	they	may	see		
			and	serve	wherever	there	is	need.			
Train	them	in	the	school	of	prayer	that	they	may	express	the	compassion		
			of	Christ	for	the	poor	and	the	friendless,	the	sick,		
						the	grieving,	and	the	troubled.																																
Equip	them	to	bear	the	gospel	into	the	halls	of	power,		
			and	to	communicate	your	presence	and	might		
						among	those	who	are	powerless.																															



In	everything,	give	them	the	mind	if	Christ,		
			who	did	not	grasp	at	greatness	but	emptied	himself,		
							to	become	a	servant	of	your	reign.	
																																
Give	them	joy	in	their	journey	of	faith		
				and	a	sure	sense	of	your	abiding	presence	for	their	work	of	ministry.	
																																
PRAYER	FOR	ORDINATION	FOR	ELDERS			
God	of	grace,	pour	out	your	Holy	Spirit	on	Debbie,	Ian,	Karen	and	Tom		
			that	they	may	be	your	faithful	elders	in	the	church.	
	
Give	them	prudence	and	sound	judgment,	wisdom	and	courage		
			to	order	the	life	of	the	church	in	obedience	to	your	Word.	
	
Nourish	them	in	the	life	of	the	Holy	Spirit,		
			that	they	may	exercise	the	ministry	of	discipline	with	humility		
						and	compassion.	
	
Guide	them	in	governance,	on	this	session	and	in	every	court	of	the	church,		
			that	they	may	be	servant	leaders	following	Christ	who	came		
						not	to	be	served	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	his	life	to	set	others	free.	
																																
Give	them	joy	in	the	journey	of	faith		
			and	a	sure	sense	of	your	abiding	presence	for	their	work	of	ministry.	
																																
CHARGE	
You	are	deacons	and	ruling	elders,	ordained	officers,	in	the	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	and	for	this	
congregation.		Whatever	you	do,	in	word	or	deed,	do	everything	in	the	name	of	Jesus,	giving	thanks	
to	God	through	the	Holy	Spirit.		Amen.	
	
GIVING	OUR	GIFTS																																																																																																																																
	
DOXOLOGY																																	“Praise	God,	from	Whom	All	Blessings	Flow”																																		#609	
																																						
PRAYERS	OF	THE	PEOPLE	FROM	THE	CHAT																																																																																									
	
THE	LORD’S	PRAYER	(debts	&	debtors)																																																																																															

	
SENDING	INTO	GOD’S	WORLD	

SING	 	 	 																																										“On	Jordan’s	Bank	the	Baptist’s	Cry”																																																			#96									
	
BENEDICTION																																																																																																																																												
Let	us	go	out	into	God's	world	in	peace;	
			have	courage;	hold	on	to	what	is	good;		
						return	to	no	one	evil	for	evil;	strengthen	the	faint-hearted;		
									support	the	weak;	help	the	suffering;	honor	all	persons;		
												love	and	serve	the	Lord,	rejoicing	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
	
	
	



SENDING																																																																																															
Go	now,	beloved,	to	follow	the	love	of	God,		
			to	be	surprised	by	God’s	wonder	to	lift	your	voice	for	love	and	compassion.		
Feel	God’s	encouragement	to	be	a	blessing	as	you	offer	blessings	with	your	heart	and	hands,		
			and	know	that	you	never,	ever	go	alone.		
Amen.	
	
POSTLUDE																																																																		“March	in	D	Major”																George	Frederic	Handel																															
																																			
		


