
 
 

The	Worship	of	God	
First	Sunday	of	Advent,	November	30,	2025	–	9:00	Morning	Worship	

Welcome	to	First	Presbyterian	Church	via	Zoom!	
	
	
PRELUDE																																															“Sleepers,	Wake!	A	Voice	is	Calling”													Johann	Sebastian	Bach																					
																																																						
WELCOME																																																			

GATHERING	AROUND	GOD’S	WORD	
CALL	TO	WORSHIP																																										
Brothers	and	sisters,	awake,	awake!		
What	time	is	it?		
The	night	is	far	gone,	and	the	day	is	near!		
What	time	is	it?		
Salvation	is	near!		
How	should	we	live?		
Let	us	lay	aside	the	works	of	war.		
Let	us	put	on	the	armor	of	peace.		
Let	us	live	honorably.		
Let	us	worship	God!	
	
SING	 	 																																																					“Come,	Thou	Long-Expected	Jesus”																																															#83	
	
ADVENT	CANDLE	LIGHTING																																		
Children	of	God,	what	are	we	waiting	for?	
We	wait	for	dawn	when	night	feels	endless.	
We	wait	for	the	breaking	of	chains	that	bind.	
We	wait	with	prophets	whose	words	still	echo,	with	ancestors	who	held	hope	close	in	exile,	
			with	weary	souls	who	dare	to	believe	again.	
We	wait,	not	with	empty	hands,	but	with	open	hearts,	
			trusting	the	One	whose	promise	is	faithful	still.	
	
Today	we	light	one	candle,	fragile	and	small,	yet	enough	to	pierce	the	heavy	dark.	
This	flame	is	a	witness	that	hope	is	alive,	though	hidden,	though	quiet,	though	not	yet	full.	
We	set	our	faces	toward	the	light,	learning	to	see	what	God	is	already	doing,	
			bearing	together	the	sign	of	things	to	come.	
	
We	call	this	candle	Hope.		
Its	glow	whispers	that	despair	is	not	the	end.	
Its	warmth	reminds	us	that	God	is	near.	
Its	spark	stirs	courage	as	we	wait.	
	
Holy	One,	we	confess	that	waiting	wears	us	down.	
Our	patience	thins,	our	vision	clouds,	and	sometimes	our	hope	is	only	a	faint	ember.	
Yet	you	do	not	despise	small	beginnings;	you	breathe	on	our	weakness	with	your	Spirit,	
			kindling	the	flame	of	faith	we	thought	was	gone.	
Renew	us,	O	Lord,	as	we	learn	to	wait	in	you.	
	
	
	



Hear	the	promise	of	Isaiah:	
“Those	who	wait	for	the	Lord	shall	renew	their	strength,	
			they	shall	mount	up	with	wings	like	eagles,	
						they	shall	run	and	not	be	weary,	
									they	shall	walk	and	not	faint”	(Isaiah	40:31).	
	
We	stand	in	awe	of	a	hope	that	endures.	
Though	shadows	lengthen,	the	light	will	not	fail.	
Though	our	waiting	feels	long,	your	coming	is	sure.	
We	join	the	chorus	of	saints	across	time,	singing	of	hope,	longing	for	redemption,	
			trusting	that	even	now,	Christ	is	near.	
Come,	Lord	Jesus,	and	make	hope	our	song.	
	
SING																																																												“O	Come,	O	Come,	Emmanuel”																																														#88	vs	1	
	
PRAYER	OF	CONFESSION																																																																																																																												
Gracious	and	Almighty	God,		
			you	know	that	we	fail	to	live	as	you	would	have	us	fully	live,		
						and	we	fail	to	love	as	you	would	have	us	fully	love,		
									and	the	result	is	a	world	where	so	many	live	in	various	kinds	of	conflict.		
Consumed	by	the	worries	of	the	world,		
			we	struggle	to	think	about	anything	other	than	ourselves	and	our	own.		
It	seems	our	failings	only	fuel	our	bad	habits	of	forgetting	about	you.		
We	lay	before	you,	Holy	God,	our	broken	promises,		
			hurtful	words,	bad	intentions,	and	sinful	ways,		
						that	you	might	somehow	love	us	into	wholeness		
									and	help	us	take	small	steps	towards	your	greatest	peace.		
We	pray	in	Christ’s	name.		
Amen.	
	
ASSURANCE	OF	PARDON																																																																																						
Friends,	hear	the	Good	News.			
Our	gracious	God	gathers	us	from	our	warring	ways		
			and	grants	us	the	freedom	to	join	God’s	new	vision	of	a	peaceful	world.		
Friends,	we	are	free	from	the	prison	of	war,	free	to	construct	peace.	
I	declare	to	you	now	that	in	Jesus	the	Christ,	we	are	forgiven.	
	
SHARING	GOD’S	PEACE																																																																																																																										
I	invite	you	to	turn	to	one	another	and	share	a	sign	of	peace:		
You’re	invited	to	unmute	yourselves	and	exchange	peace	with	one	another																																
	

LISTENING	TO	GOD’S	WORD	
			
PRAYER	FOR	ILLUMINATION																																																																																
	
FIRST	SCRIPTURE																																																																																																																																Isaiah	2:1-5																																												
	 																																																																																																																																																				
SECOND	SCRIPTURE																																																																																																																																	
									…The	Word	of	God	for	the	people	of	God.	Thanks	be	to	God.																																									



REFLECTION																																																																																																																	Chaplain	Tim	Haworth	
	

RESPONDING	TO	GOD’S	WORD	
SING	 	 	 																																																“Prepare	the	Way	of	the	Lord”																																																							#95	
	
GIVING	OUR	GIFTS																																																																																																																																						
	
DOXOLOGY																																																					“Gloria	in	Excelsis	Deo!”																																																								#113				
	
PRAYER	OF	THANKSGIVING	
God,	may	our	gifts	to	you	–	these	ordinary	gifts	of	the	work	of	our	lives	–		
			be	used	for	extraordinary	things.		
We	dedicate	what	we	receive	to	your	work	for	peace,	justice,	and	hope	in	the	world.		
May	our	gifts,	no	matter	how	small,		
			help	us	take	small	steps	towards	your	greatest	peace.		
	
PRAYERS	OF	THE	PEOPLE	FROM	THE	CHAT																																																																																						
	
THE	LORD’S	PRAYER	(debts	&	debtors)																																																																																															
	

SENDING	INTO	GOD’S	WORLD	
SING	 	 	 																																								“Sleepers,	Wake!”	A	Voice	Astounds	Us																																												#349	
	
BENEDICTION																																																																																																																																														
Let	us	go	out	into	God's	world	in	peace;	
			have	courage;	hold	on	to	what	is	good;		
						return	to	no	one	evil	for	evil;	strengthen	the	faint-hearted;		
									support	the	weak;	help	the	suffering;	honor	all	persons;		
												love	and	serve	the	Lord,	rejoicing	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
SENDING																																																																																																			
May	God	give	us	courage,	give	us	vision,	and	give	us	unending	peace	–		
			the	kind	of	peace	that	God	knows	is	possible.		
May	God	guide	our	journeys	that	we	may	bear	Jesus’	gifts	of	love	and	life	and	hope.		
May	God	bless	you	and	keep	you.		
May	God’s	face	shine	upon	you,	from	here	to	the	top	of	Mount	Zion.		
May	God	look	on	every	one	of	us	with	kindness,	and	give	us	sweet,	perfect	peace.		
Amen.	
	
POSTLUDE																																																				“Savior	of	the	Nations,	Come”								Johann	Heinrich	Buttstedt												
 
																									
		
	


